
RI Assoc. of Fire Chiefs: Leave fireworks to professionals
risk of fire death lhan any olher

Fo. mor€ information, visit
the Narional Fire Protection
Associat ion web si te,

The Rhode hland Association
of Fire chiefs ii a professional
organizat ion dedicat€d to
improviog efiiciency, prepar€d-
ness and emergcncy r€sponsc
trme, to educatinS the public
aboul Iirc safery and to provid-
ing a support system for Rhodc
Island firc chiefs, lirefightcrs
and eme.geocy medical techni-
cians in lim.s of crisis.

The Rhodc Island Assoc irlion
of Fne Chiefs (RIAFC) is xrts-
in8 Rhode ls landcrs lo lcave,r l l
fireworks displays to lhe pro-
fessionals dris Fourth of July.
Rhode ls land is one of i ivc
slates rhar bans the usc of l l rc-
works by consumers.

ln a lypical  ycar,  t l rcrc.r lc
more f i res rcporled in the
Uniled Stoics on Indcpcndcncc
Day than on any othcr dry of
the ye.rr ;  Nith l i rcuorks
accounting for half of thosc
fircs.

According to th€ Nat ionol
Fire Protection Associarion. thc

l'awluckcl Fire Depanment.
"'lhe risk of injury from ama-
rcur fireworks displays is very
high, espccial ly among chi l -
drcn, and rhe Rhode Island
Associ t ion of Fire Chiefs
urgcs Iihode lslanders to stay
s lt. nd to leave the fireworks
to l f ic prolessionals."

1f ic highcst r isk off i rcworks
injury is ro school-age children.
(hi ldrcn rScs l0-14 are 2?
linrcs morc likely lhan the gen-
cr,rl population lo be injurcd
from fireworks. Bascd on lh.
amount of time and quantitics
in use, fireworks pose a higher
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audrorily on firc salbry and pre-
lcnt ion, an esl inrated t) , :00
prople tlere treated at hospihl
enrcrgcncy rooms for f i rc-
works-rclated injur ics in 2006,
lhc nrost rcccnt ycar lbr which
sht ist ics nrc avai lablc.  Mofc
lhnn hr l l  (55%,) o1 2006 l l rc-
\vorks iniur ies werc burrrs
( 'ol lusions rnd laccrrt ions

"lhc l . (Nnh of Jr l lv shoukl
bc spcnr \v i lh l i r ) j ly {nd
liicnds. Dol stcDl in lhc t'ncr"
Scncy room," said RlAl-C
l ' rcsidcnt Timothy
McLuLrShl in,  Chi€f oi  thc
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